Specimen of a Temporal Bone, with Pus in the Mastoid Antrum, from an Infant dying from Diarrhoea and Vomiting.-N. ASHERSON,
The infant had diarrhaea and vomiting for fourteen days, and was referred for aural examination by Dr. D. W. Wiinnicott. Examination of the right ear showed a tympanic membrane slightly sagging and very little different from the normal membrane. Incision revealed pus. The child took its first feed for ten days without vomiting, after this. Within a few days the symptoms recurred. The other ear, on myringotomy, revealed pus also. The incision consists of two limbs meeting at an obtuse angle at a point one quarter of an inch within the meatus on the posterior wall. One limb is vertical and is carried upwards through the crus helicis, the other limb is directed backwards and slightly downwards in the lower part of the cavum conche. The incision is carried to the bone and the triangular flap is raised from the bone and retracted backwards. The operation is performed by the usual method, and the flap is allowed to cover the posterior wall of the cavity, after removal of a piece of the cartilage, and is retained in place by a single suture passing from the apex of the flap to the skin in the post-auricular groove.
